
THE MESSENGER January 2015 

First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 

 

 Alice McKinney (Chairperson), Jane Elizabeth Burdeshaw, 

Deborah Batson, Lexie Ofe, Sam Colson, Don Grobe, and Hannis 

Roberts. 

 

Our Interim Minister, James E. “Jim” Brooks, will be delivering the 

message on Sunday, January 11, 2015. Pastor Jim and his wife Kat-

rine live in Winder, Georgia, where he retired as Senior Minister of 

Winder First Christian Church.  

 

Pastor Jim is a graduate of Lexington Theological Seminary and is 

ordained in good standing with the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). Over the past forty years, Pastor Jim has served in church 

positions ranging from janitor, music director, associate minister, 

youth minister, Christian education director, facilities manager, paid choir member, new church start 

minister, to senior minister. 

 

The Pulpit Search Committee is excited that an exceptionally qualified and experienced minister has 

agreed to lead our congregation during this time of transition.  

 

Our Committee will now return to our task of compiling a profile of our Congregation. As part of this pro-

cess, you will receive a “Congregational Self-Study Form” to complete in January and return to the Com-

mittee. It is critical that all provide input to this process. Your ideas and opinions are important and we 

need to hear from you. 

 

Please invite your family, friends and neighbors to join us for worship on January 11th as we welcome 

Reverend Jim Brooks to the FCC family! 

James E. “Jim” Brooks 



Just a note to let you know that the cost for Men’s 

Breakfast will be going up to $5 starting in Janu-

ary. Where else can you get such a great breakfast 

with great fellowship and devotion included? 

Come join us! P.S. First timers still eat FREE! 

Don Snyder  

Disciple men 

Our flower calendar is up at the 

Information Center. Please sign 

up to donate altar flowers for 

2015. You may donate in honor 

or memory of loved ones or just 

a special occasion in you life. 

Flowers are $30 and can be tak-

en home after worship or left 

and they will be taken to the 

homebound member or facility where they can 

be enjoyed for days to come. 

 

Checks should be made out to First Christian 

Church. 

Greetings FCC Leadership:   Happy 
2015 and thank you for another year of 
faithful service. Yes, it took a lot of 
work, but I believe nothing worthwhile 
happens without hard work and 
sacrifice. I am reminded that the 
foundation of our faith is Love 

exemplified through sacrifice and I am also 
reminded that you continue to show that kind 
of love for FCC, our community and our world.  I 
am grateful to be a part of not a perfect church; but 
a church that "stays the course"; a church that 
"fights the good fight" and a church that "keeps the 
faith".  I pray you will keep the faith and join us on 
for our annual leadership retreat on January 16 
and 17 as we learn new possibilities for serving and 
seek God's guidance for a new year.   

 Location:  First Christian Church Great Hall    

Time: January 16, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  

January 17, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.   

 Thanks,   Fannie Ashley Moderator  

Date: Saturday, February 7, 9am -5pm 

Sunday, February 8, 1-5pm 

 

Location: 

First Christian Church  

700 North Wood Ave  

Florence, AL 35630 

Cost: $120 per person 

Plus purchase of book  

Young Children and Worship 

 

Starting January 14th,  

our  program will be based on 

the book  

"Holy Currencies".  “Holy 

Currencies” will push us to 

think beyond our current  

boundaries and create rich, sustainable 

missional ministries by using gifts other 

than money.   

We'll need a few people willing to lead 

these  

exciting events.  Please contact Mara 

Donovan to help. 

January 4th– Ryan Malkemus  

January 11th– Kalle Vilamaa 

January 18th– Penelope Diaz 

January 25th– Anna Colson 



“Love Your #Selfie: Appreciating God’s  
Masterpiece in the Mirror”  

 
January 23-25, 2015 

Registration Deadline: January 5th, 2015 
 

More information and registration forms at 
the Information Board  

Recently I was shooting photos for a Christmas con-

cert by the Huntingdon Community Pops ensemble 

at Huntingdon College. The group performed a 

number of secular Christmas pieces, concluding 

with a medley from the Disney movie, Frozen. By 

now, we've all heard the energy-giving music and 

words from this movie. But something happened 

during that concert that reinforced to me the con-

viction-making, soul-healing, heart-starting power 

that music—like no other force—can claim.  As the 

band played through the now-familiar tunes from 

the movie, Linus, a little boy about age 3 sat in the 

third row with his dad. When the music from the 

movie's most famous song, "Let It Go," began, Linus 

stood in his seat, faced the crowd, and began thrust-

ing his arms upward in gestures that mimicked the 

character in the movie, singing with all of his being:  

"Let it go, let it go 

Can't hold it back anymore 

Let it go, let it go 

Turn away and slam the door! 

 

I don't care 

What they're going to say 

Let the storm rage on, 

The cold never bothered me anyway!" 

When the audience applauded at the end of that 

piece, their amusement was as much stirred by Li-

nus' reaction to the music as it was by the music it-

self.  

 

Words and notes together have such power! 

 

The FCC Chancel Choir practices at 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday evenings. We welcome your voice to 

join us as we sing with all of our beings for the glory 

of God. 

 

Su Ofe 

“Agree to Disagree: A Discussion on Moral 

Dilemmas” 

January 16-18, 2015 

More information and registration forms at the 

information board 

 As we close FCC's finance 

al books for December 31, 2014, I praise God for the generosity of 

His people at FCC. A few weeks ago, I expressed concern to you 

that we were possibly ending the year with a large deficit. I knew 

that God would provide the resources, through us, for whatever He 

wanted us to do. I asked all to pray and respond as God called each 

of us to do.  

Your prayers, emails, and phone calls touched my heart. So many 

who were already giving sacrificially reached out and gave even 

more. Because of the generosity of so many, our 2014 General 

Fund Operating Budget deficit has been eliminated! Know that 

every dollar you gave counted. It took all contributions, both great 

and small, to balance our budget. Now, we look forward to the 

exciting opportunities of 2015.  
 

P.S. It is not necessary to place your contribution check in an 

envelope. You also may divide one check by writing the 

designations on the memo line of the check. Just place the check 

upside down in the offering plate. Cash contributions should 

continue to be placed in an offering envelope if you wish a written 

contribution statement for IRS purposes at year end. I expect to 

have 2014 contribution statements available by mid-January.  

Sincerely,  Alice McKinney  



1705 Taylor Road  Montgomery, AL 36117 ·(334) 270-1320 · www.fccmontgomery.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

«AddressBlock» 


